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Holocaust	Museums	in	the	United	States,	Canada,		
Israel,	Germany,	Poland,	and	Hungary		
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Righteous	Muslims	and/or	Arabs	

			





Major	Strasser:		
“It	is	possible	the	French	
authorities	will	find	a	
reason	to	put	him	in	the	
concentration	camp	here.”	

Casablanca	(1942)	



Robert	Satloff	
	“Among	the	Righteous:	

Lost	Stories	of	the	Holocaust’s	Long	
Reach	into	Arab	Lands”	



Read	more	about	the	true	stories	in	Among	the	Righteous.	Plus,	watch	video	clips	
and	extended	interviews	about	some	of	the	people	profiled.	
Khaled	Abdul	Wahab	A	charismatic,	cosmopolitan	Tunisian	not	only	hid	a	local	
Jewish	family	at	his	farm,	but	also	protected	the	women	from	harm.		
Si	Ali	Sakkat	After	a	long	career	in	public	service,	an	Arab	nobleman	retired	to	a	
farm,	where,	one	day,	he	welcomed	and	harbored	some	unexpected	guests	--	
Jewish	men	who	had	escaped	from	a	labor	camp	during	a	battle.		
Nissim	Zvili	When	the	father	of	this	Tunisian	Jewish	family	was	conscripted	for	
forced	labor	by	the	Nazis,	the	others	were	taken	to	a	farm	for	protection	by	an	Arab	
friend.		
Morice	Tondowski	A	young	Polish	man	fled	his	country	to	escape	the	war,	but	after	
joining	the	French	military,	wound	up	in	a	desert	labor	camp.		
Silvan	Shalom	After	the	male	members	of	this	influential	Jewish	family	escaped	to	
avoid	arrest	by	the	Nazis,	the	women	were	aided	by	a	compassionate	and	quick-
thinking	Arab	neighbor.		
Hamza	Abdul	Jalil	The	owner	of	a	neighborhood	bathhouse	in	Tunisia	hid	a	young	
Jewish	man	who	was	trying	to	evade	a	Nazi	dragnet	for	forced	laborers.		
Joseph	Scemla	Betrayed	by	their	Arab	'friend,'	this	Tunisian	Jewish	man	and	his	two	
sons	suffered	the	ultimate	fate	--	deportation	to	Germany	and	execution	at	a	Nazi	
prison.		
	



	 	 		
	
Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Arab	Rescuers	
	

		Algeria,	Tunisia,	Libya,	Jordan,	Saudi	Arabia,	Iraq,	Iran,	Syria?	
	 	a	small	stone	monument	in	a	Jewish	cemetery	in	Tunisia	
	 	 		
	Morocco	
	 	King	Mohammed	V,	The	Jewish	Museum	in	Casablanca	
	 	 		
	Egypt	
	 	Mohammed	“Mod”	Helmy,	Egyptian	doctor	recognized	as	a	Righteous	
	 	Among	the	Nations,	but	whose	family	refused	to	accept	the	award.		

	
	 	Paris		

	 	Grande	Mosquée	de	Paris	and	its	rector	Si	Kaddour	 	 	
	 	Benghabrit.		
	 	*Children’s	book	
		
	West	Bank	
	 	The	Palestinian	Museum	on	the	Holocaust	created	by	 	 	
	 	Khaled	Kasab	Mahameed	in	Nazareth.	
	 	 		
	 	Neve	Shalom	

	



Holocaust	memorial,	Jewish	Cemetery	Borgel,	Tunis.	
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	 	The	Palestinian	Museum	on	the	Holocaust	created	by	 	 	
	 	Khaled	Kasab	Mahameed	in	Nazareth.	
	 	 		
	 	Neve	Shalom	
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Mohamed	“Mod”	Helmy	



Mohamed	“Mod”	Helmy	
“If	any	other	country	offered	to	honor	Helmy,		

we	would	have	been	happy	with	it,”		
Mervat	Hassan,	the	wife	of	Helmy’s	great-nephew,	told	the	AP.	
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"To	the	memory	of	the	director,	the	staff	and	the	students	of	this	school,	
arrested	in	1943	and	1944	by	the	Vichy	police	and	the	Gestapo,	
deported	and	exterminated	at	Auschwitz	because	they	were	born	

Jewish"	
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Neve	Shalom	

1949	
	Armistice	Agreement	

	Line	
	



Israeli	Jews	and	Arabs		
Plant	'Garden	of	the	Righteous'		

to	Honor	Forgotten	Holocaust	Heroes	
	
		



	
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Arab	Rescuers	
		
	 	Albania	
	 	 	Norman	Gershman		
	 	 	“Besa:	Muslims	Who	Saved	Jews	During	World	War	II”	
	 	 		Albanian	National	Historical	Museum	in	Tirana	

	
	 	Turkey	
	 	 	Selahattin	Ülkümen,	Rhodes,	Greece	
	 	 	The	Turkish	Passport	
	 	 	Quincentennial	Foundation	Museum	of	Turkish	Jews	
	 	 		
	 	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina		

	
	 	 	Among	the	"righteous"	are	the	Hardaga	family	from	Bosnia	who	
	 	 	provided	shelter	for	the	Jewish	Kavilio	family	when	German	forces	
	 	 	occupied	Bosnia	in	1943.		
	 	 	Half	a	century	later,	the	Hardagas	were	themselves	saved	by	the	
	 	 	Kavilios	during	the	Bosnian	Civil	War.	
	 	 	The	Jewish	Museum	or	Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Bosnia	and		
	 	 	Herzegovina		
	 	 	Gariwo 		
	 		
	 	 		

	
	
	



	
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	Rescuers	
		
	 	Albania	
	 	 	Norman	Gershman		
	 	 	“Besa:	Muslims	Who	Saved	Jews	During	World	War	II”	
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	 	 	Among	the	"righteous"	are	the	Hardaga	family	from	Bosnia	who	
	 	 	provided	shelter	for	the	Jewish	Kavilio	family	when	German	forces	
	 	 	occupied	Bosnia	in	1943.		
	 	 	Half	a	century	later,	the	Hardagas	were	themselves	saved	by	the	
	 	 	Kavilios	during	the	Bosnian	Civil	War.	
	 	 	The	Jewish	Museum	or	Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Bosnia	and		
	 	 	Herzegovina		
	 	 	Gariwo 		
	 		
	 	 		

	
	
	





ALBANIANS	



ALBANIANS	











	
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	Rescuers	
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	 	 	provided	shelter	for	the	Jewish	Kavilio	family	when	German	forces	
	 	 	occupied	Bosnia	in	1943.		
	 	 	Half	a	century	later,	the	Hardagas	were	themselves	saved	by	the	
	 	 	Kavilios	during	the	Bosnian	Civil	War.	
	 	 	The	Jewish	Museum	or	Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Bosnia	and		
	 	 	Herzegovina		
	 	 	Gariwo 		
	 		
	 	 		

	
	
	



	Albanian	National	Historical	Museum	
in	Tirana	





“In	honour	of	
the	Albanian	
men	and	
women	who	
during	the	Nazi	
German	
occupation,	
1943-1944,	
guided	by	the	
principle	of	
besa	and	at	
great	risk	to	
themselves,	
sheltered	and	
saved	the	lives	
of	all	Jewish	
people	living	in	
Albania.”		
	

“The	gates	of	
your	small	
country	
remained	open,	
Albania.	
Your	authorities	
closed	both	
eyes,	when	
necessary,	to	
give	poor	
persecuted	
people	another	
chance	to	
survive	the	
most	horrible	
of	all	wars.			
Albania,	we	
survived	the	
siege	because	
of	your	
humanity.”	
	Escape	Through	the	Balkans	

by	Irene	Grunbaum	



		
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	Rescuers	

	
	 	Albania	
	 	 	Norman	Gershman		
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	 	 	provided	shelter	for	the	Jewish	Kavilio	family	when	German	forces	
	 	 	occupied	Bosnia	in	1943.		
	 	 	Half	a	century	later,	the	Hardagas	were	themselves	saved	by	the	
	 	 	Kavilios	during	the	Bosnian	Civil	War.	
	 	 	The	Jewish	Museum	or	Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Bosnia	and		
	 	 	Herzegovina		
	 	 	Gariwo 		
	 		
	 	 		

	
	
	





Rhodes,	Greece	









		
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	Rescuers	
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	 	 	occupied	Bosnia	in	1943.		
	 	 	Half	a	century	later,	the	Hardagas	were	themselves	saved	by	the	
	 	 	Kavilios	during	the	Bosnian	Civil	War.	
	 	 	The	Jewish	Museum	or	Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Bosnia	and		
	 	 	Herzegovina		
	 	 	Gariwo 		
	 		
	 	 		

	
	
	



In	occupied	Europe,		
Turkey	was	the	only	
country	that	stood	up	
while	Jews	were		
taken	to	camps	to	be	
killed.	
At	every	turn	it	
bravely	and	
forcefully	tried	to	
protect	its	citizens.			

All	who	were	involved	in	
the	saving	of	Jews,	
everywhere,	
and	there	were	many	in	
Europe	as	well,	
promoted	themselves	as	
such.		
Whereas	the	Turkish	
diplomats	who	did	this	
don’t	seem	to	have	
made	any	effort	to	get	
recognition.			
This	may	be	part	of	
Turkish	character	as	well.	
	



		
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	Rescuers	
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The	Quincentennial	Foundation		
Museum	of	Turkish	Jews	

Istanbul	





“Wall	of	Honor”	
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	 	 	Half	a	century	later,	the	Hardagas	were	themselves	saved	by	the	
	 	 	Kavilios	during	the	Bosnian	Civil	War.	
	 	 	The	Jewish	Museum	or	Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Bosnia	and		
	 	 	Herzegovina		
	 	 	Gariwo 		
	 		
	 	 		

	
	
	



Sarajevo	



Sarajevo	
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Museum	of	the	Jews	
	of	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina	







Fifty	years	after	the	Holocaust,	when	in	1994	Sarajevo	was	
under	the	attack	of	Serb	forces,		

Zejneba	and	her	family	were	in	great	distress.	.	.	.		

It	was	now	the	State	of	Israel	that	paid	back	the	debt	and	
helped	the	Hardagas	in	their	time	of	distress.		

Zejneba	Hardaga	





		
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	Rescuers	
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Gardens	of	the	Righteous	
Sarajevo	

Svetlana	Broz	



Gardens	of	the	Righteous	
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by	Francine	
Mayran	
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A	Face	Inscribed	with	Life	A	Face	Inscribed	with	Life	
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School	for	Civil	Courage		
	

A	Face	Inscribed	with	Life	



Gardens	of	the	Righteous	
Sarajevo	
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of	the	
Righteous	
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Theatrical	Performance	
about	Civil	Courage	

A	Face	Inscribed	with	Life	



Dusko	Kondor	
GARIWO		

Director	of	the	Seminars	on	Civil	Courage	
	
	
	February	22nd	2007	



		
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	Rescuers	
		
	 	Albania	
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	 	 	“Besa:	Muslims	Who	Saved	Jews	During	World	War	II”	
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	 	 	Gariwo 		
	 		
	 	Macedonia	
	 	 	Skopje	
	 	 	Holocaust	Memorial	Center	for	the	Jews	of	Macedonia	
	 	 		
	 		
	 	 		

	
	
	



Holocaust	Memorial	
Center	for	the	Jews	of	
Macedonia,	Skopje	



		
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	and	Arab	Rescuers	
		
	 	Berlin,	Germany 		
	 	 	Berlin	
	 	 	Stolperstein		
	 	 	“Stumble	Stones”	
	 	 	Mod	Helmy	
	 	 	Silent	Heroes	Memorial	Site	

	
	 	London,	England	
	 	 	Faith	Matters	“Righteous	Muslims”	
	 	 	Amsterdam	

	
	
	



Berlin	
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German	Resistance	Memorial	Centre	
Foundation	



										Silent		
				Heroes	





*	









			
	Monuments	or	Exhibits	on	Muslim	and	Arab	Rescuers	
		
	 	Germany		
	 	 	Berlin	
	 	 	Stolperstein		
	 	 	“Stumble	Stones”	
	 	 	Mod	Helmy	
	 	 	German	Resistance	Memorial	Centre	Foundation	
	 	 	Silent	Heroes	Memorial	Site	
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Jews	and	Muslims	Saving	Each	Other	
Ten	true	instances	when	Jews	and	Muslims	

	–	at	times	risking	everything	–		
saved	each	other's	lives.		

	

http://virtualjerusalem.com/news.php?Itemid=18921	

	Hopefully		
	Not	
	
	

The	End	
	
	
	



	
Irene	Grunbaum	Escape	Through	the	Balkans	
https://www.amazon.com/Escape-through-Balkans-Autobiography-Grunbaum/dp/0803270828	
	
Robert	Satloff	Among	the	Righteous	(book)	
https://www.amazon.com/Among-Righteous-Robert-Satloff/dp/1586485105	
	
Robert	Satloff	Among	the	Righteous	(pbs	video)	
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/spc/among-the-righteous/index.html	
https://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-features/special-focus/among-the-
righteous	
	
Holocaust	memorial,	Jewish	Cemetery	Borgel,	Tunis.	
https://jewishphotolibrary.smugmug.com/AFRICA/AFRICANorth/TUNISIA/TUNIS/
TNTunisJewishCemeteryBorgel/n-TBcC8F/i-WtJTFcK	
	
Moroccan	Jewish	Museum	in	Casablanca	
http://casajewishmuseum.com/	
	
Mod	Helmy	
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/helmy.asp	
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2470135/Dr-Mohamed-Helmy-Family-Arab-honoured-
saving-Jew-Nazis-rejects-award.html	
http://www.gedenktafeln-in-berlin.de/nc/gedenktafeln/gedenktafel-anzeige/tid/mod-helmy/	
	
	
	



Karen	Gray	Ruelle	&		Deborah	Durland	DeSaix	
The	Grand	Mosque	of	Paris:	A	Story	of	How	Muslims	Rescued	Jews	During	the	Holocaust		
https://www.amazon.com/Grand-Mosque-Paris-Muslims-Holocaust/dp/0823423042	
	
Arab	Institute	for	Holocaust	Research,	Nazareth	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khaled_Kasab_Mahameed	
	
Mepeace.org	
http://mepeace.org/	
	
Neve	Shalom	“Garden	of	the	Righteous”	
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.730893	
	
Norman	Gershman	Besa:	Muslims	Who	Saved	Jews	During	the	Holocaust	
https://www.amazon.com/Besa-Muslims-Who-Saved-Jews/dp/0815609345	
	
Besa:	The	Promise	
http://besathepromise.com/thefilm.html	
	
Palmer,	C.	T.	&	A.	L.	Palmer	
2016	“Why	Traditional	Ethical	Codes	Prescribing	Self-Sacrifice	Are	a	Puzzle	to	Evolutionary	
Theory:	The	Example	of	Besa”	Journal	of	the	Association	for	the	Study	of	Ethical	Behavior/
Evolutionary	Biology	in	Literature,	12(1):40-50.	
http://www.christopherxjjensen.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/BesaASEBL2016.pdf	
	
	



Jewish	Museum	of	Rhodes	
http://www.rhodesjewishmuseum.org/	
	
Quincentennial	Foundation	Museum	of	Turkish	Jews	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Museum_of_Turkey	
	
Turkish	Passport	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Passport_(film)	
	
Museum	of	the	Jews	of	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina	
http://muzejsarajeva.ba/en/depadance/the-jewish-museum	
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/hardaga.asp	
	
Gariwo	
http://www.gariwo.org/en/	
	
Holocaust	Memorial	Center	for	the	Jews	of	Macedonia,	Skopje	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocaust_Memorial_Center_for_the_Jews_of_Macedonia	
	
Stolperstein		
http://www.stolpersteine.eu/en/	
	
German	Resistance	Memorial	Centre	Foundation	
http://www.gdw-berlin.de/en/home/	
	
	



Otto	Weidt	(film)	
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/the-blind-hero-new-film-tells-of-unsung-
schindler-otto-weidt-who-saved-jews-from-nazi-death-camps-9042395.html	
	
Silent	Heroes	Memorial	Site	
http://www.museumsportal-berlin.de/en/museums/gedenkstatte-stille-helden/	
	
Faith-Matters	
http://faith-matters.org/	
	
Virtual	Jerusalem	
http://virtualjerusalem.com/news.php?Itemid=18921	
	
Yad	Vashem	“Muslim	Rescuers”	
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/muslim_rescuers.asp	
	
Yad	Vashem	“Besa	Exhibit”	
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/besa/index.asp	
	
Project	Aladdin	
http://www.projetaladin.org/en/en-10-2.html	
	
Seeds	of	Peace	
http://www.seedsofpeace.org/	
	
	



	
Yad	Vashem	“Muslim	Rescuers”	
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/muslim_rescuers.asp	
	
Yad	Vashem	“Besa	Exhibit”	
http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/besa/index.asp	
	



Names	and	Numbers	of	Righteous	Among	the	Nations	-	per	Country	&	Ethnic	Origin,	as	of	January	1,	2016	
	
The	numbers	of	Righteous	are	not	necessarily	an	indication	of	the	actual	number	of	rescuers	in	each	country,	but	reflect	the	cases	
that	were	made	available	to	Yad	Vashem.	
	
For	more	information	>>>	
Albania	 	75	 	Italy	 	671	
Armenia	 	24	 	Japan	 	1	
Austria	 	107	 	Latvia	 	135	
Belarus	 	618	 	Lithuania	 	889	
Belgium	 	1,707	 	Luxembourg		1	
Bosnia	 	42	 	Macedonia	 	10	
Brazil	 	2	 	Moldova	 	79	
Bulgaria	 	20	 	Montenegro		1	
Chile	 	1	 	Netherlands	 	5,516	
China	 	2	 	Norway	 	62	
Croatia	 	115	 	Peru	 	1	
Cuba	 	1	 	Poland	 	6,620	
Czech	Republic		115	 	Portugal	 	3	
Denmark*	 	22	 	Romania	 	60	
Ecuador	 	1	 	Russia	 	197	
Egypt	 	1	 	Serbia	 	135	
El	Salvador	 	1	 	Slovakia	 	558	
Estonia	 	3	 	Slovenia	 	7	
France	 	3,925	 	Spain	 	7	
Georgia	 	1	 	Sweden	 	10	
Germany	 	587	 	Switzerland	 	47	
Great	Britain	
(Incl.	Scotland)		21	 	Turkey	 	1	
Greece	 	328	 	Ukraine	 	2,544	
Hungary	 	837	 	USA	 	5	
Indonesia	 	2	 	Vietnam	 	1	
Ireland	 	1	 			 			
Total:	26,120	 http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/statistics.asp	

	


