The Mother’s Medal activity
· Introduction – 5 minutes

· Student discovery  and Worksheet– 10 minutes

· Artifact discussion – 5 minutes
Introduction

What is the difference between “the past” and “history”?

· The past is anything that happened from the beginning of time until just before now.

· History is the meaning we give to past events; it is constructed from the narrative.
{Optional depending on age} By what criteria do we judge history?

· Are there corroborating narratives?

· Is there more than one viewpoint?

· Does the evidence support the narrative?

· How much evidence is there?

{Optional depending on age} Why is more than one viewpoint or one voice necessary for history?

· One view or voice constitutes an ideology; multiple voices provide for a comprehensive view of history.

Why visit a museum to learn about the past?  

Artifact example:  Mother’s Medal

· Walk around with the medal and ask for student observations (i.e. colors, style, design, words, etc).

· What do they think it is?  What evidence supports their opinion?

· What questions do you need to ask to figure it out and who would you ask?

· History of the Mother’s Medal

· 1938: Cross of Honor for German Mothers

· Bronze: 4 – 5 children

· Silver: 6 – 7 children

· Gold:  8 or more children

· Law for the Encouragement of Marriage

· Newlyweds received 1,000 marks; could keep 250 for each child born.

· Joseph Goebbels: “The mission of women is to be beautiful and to bring children into the world.”

· Women were taught: Church, Children, Cooking

· Unmarried women were encouraged to have a baby with an SS officer.

